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Designed to encourage critical thinking about history, the MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN

HISTORY series introduces readers to both primary sources and analytical essays on important

topics in U.S. history. The collection of essays and documents in MAJOR PROBLEMS IN

AMERICAN RELIGIOUS HISTORY presents a carefully selected group of readings organized to

allow you to evaluate primary sources, test the interpretations of distinguished historians, and draw

your own conclusions. Each chapter includes introductions, source notes, and suggested readings.
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Patrick Allitt is Cahoon Family Professor of American History at Emory University, and an

Americanist specializing in religious, intellectual, and environmental history. He graduated from

Oxford, England in 1977 and earned his Ph.D. in American History in 1986 from the University of

California, Berkeley. He was a postdoctoral fellow at Harvard Divinity School (1985-1988) and has

been at Emory since 1988. Author of six books, he is also the presenter of six lecture series with

The Teaching Company (http://www.teach12.com) on aspects of American and British history. His

current research and writing project is a history of the intellectual and political opponents of

environmentalism, from the 1960s to the early twenty-first century.

I decided to use this book as a supplementary reader for my history class emphasizing the

importance of religion on American political, economic and social development. The work contains a



number of good essays and many short primary selections on the topic but is somewhat uneven.

For example, there is little material on the effect of religion on the reform impulse prior to the Civil

War except for the abolitionist movement. Nevertheless, I decided it was the best book available for

the class.

"Major Problems" is just an academic phrase. It's not about problems. It is about interesting people,

groups, and movements in American religion and their impact on American government, culture,

and history.

much better than anything i would have picked up used from my school's bookstore. and SO much

cheaper. i would 100% order my books from you again, and probably will next semester.
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